
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Sam Abuelsamid, FORBES CONTRIBUTOR 
 
In the span of my time so far on this 
planet, I’ve seen a lot of “sporty” car 
models come and go. Few have lasted for 
more than a couple of product genera-
tions and they have often evolved into 
something far different than the original 
design brief as manufacturers have tried 
to appeal to a broader market. For many, 
the carmaker simply couldn’t make the 
business case to justify the engineering 
expense to keep it around. The one ex-
ception that has somehow stayed remarkably true to its original premise despite 
coming from a comparatively small brand is the Mazda MX-5 Miata. I recently got 
to spend time with the latest Miata iteration and compare it to one of the very 
earliest examples, a low-mileage 1990 that I personally own. 
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Rona Dexler 
SOCALM “Prez” 

***Don’t forget to renew your 

membership dues!!*** 

 

****Don’t forget to RSVP to 

the social event of the year; 

The Fun in the Sun Picnic!! 

 

** RSVP by SATURDAY  

SEPTEMBER 01, 2017**** 

This month’s Prez Sez is an article 
from Forbes online. Enjoy! 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/samabuelsamid/
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These days, relatively few new cars get their public introduction at the Chicago Auto Show and even fewer of those go on to 
become icons. In February 1989, Mazda chose one of the coldest major cities in America in the middle of winter as the venue to 
debut the original MX-5 Miata. I was still in college at the time, but I was a subscriber to all four of the major automotive maga-
zines and I remember reading about this reincarnation of the classic British roadster.   

As I came of age there were plenty of cars that I really liked but two types in particular that really grabbed me and I felt I had 

the opportunity to own. One was the Ford Mustang. The other was those little two-seat convertibles from brands like Triumph, 

MG and Austin-Healey. By 1989, those British brands were all either largely defunct or well on their way to that fate. For all 

their driving appeal, British roadsters also had a nasty and well-earned reputation for fragility and unreliability. 

However, by the late 1980s, the Japanese brands had developed a sterling quality reputation and while many were still prone to 
premature corrosion on salty American roads, they tended to run reliability for many years. So the appearance of a tiny two-
seater with a soft top and styling that clearly paid homage to the 1960s Lotus Elan mated to modern Japanese mechanical sys-
tems was bound to grab some attention. 

Interestingly, the Miata was not the only Mazda powered 
sporty convertible to arrive in 1989. At the time, Ford still 
owned a controlling interest in Mazda shares and its Austra-
lian division wanted to build such a car that would eventu-
ally be exported to America as well. The defunct Capri 
nameplate was brushed off for this new model and on the 
surface it seemed to be a direct competitor to the Miata. 
But Ford made the same mistake as so many others and 
opted to base the Capri off an economy car platform, in this 
case the Mazda 323. The 323 wasn’t a bad car, in fact it was 
quite competitive in the compact segment. As a hatchback 
or sedan. With a new open-top body it was hopeless. The 
one time I drove one in 1991, it struck me as one of the 
most flexible cars I ever drove and it was discontinued by 
1994. 

 

In mid-1990 I possessed a freshly minted mechanical engineering degree and was getting ready to head into my first new job 
working on anti-lock brake systems. I’d gotten through the previous four years of alternating between school semesters and co-
op work terms at GMI (since re-branded to Kettering University) with a GMC S-15 but I decided it was now time for a new car. 
My final choice came down to the fresh on the market Miata or a Mustang 5.0LX. Since I intended to use this as a year round car 
in Michigan, I opted for the Mustang then, a car I drove for the next eight years. I’ve owned other cars including another Mus-
tang in the intervening years, but the Miata always called to me 

Now, all these years later with our kids grown and out of the house the opportunity came to revisit go back on my 27-year-old 

choice. A friend had a lovely 1990 Miata that had never been exposed to road salt and somehow only had 56,000 miles on the 

clock. It now shares the garage with my wife’s brand new Civic hatchback. 

While cars like the Capri, Toyota MR2, Honda S2000, Mitsubishi Eclipse, Pontiac Solstice and countless others have come and 
gone, the Miata remains with us, having crossed the one million sales milestone in 2016. Following the launch of the fourth-
generation soft-top Miata last year, we also now have the retractable hardtop Miata RF which arrived in my driveway to spend 
time with my original. 
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Mazda first did a retractable hardtop on the third-generation model but that was more like just a rigid version of the soft-top 

with an electric mechanism to raise and lower it.  Dropping the roof, it descended into the same cavity as the soft top and was 

virtually indistinguishable. This time around, Mazda designers have given the RF a different look. With the top up, it looks very 

much like a coupe with flying buttresses. 

Press the switch on the lower left of the centre console, and the hoop with buttresses 
lifts up and back while the roof and rear glass fold into three segments and drop into 
the cavity, much as before. With the roof stowed, the buttress section returns to its 
original location, essentially becoming a roll hoop with an integrated transparent 
plastic wind blocker between the headrests. I prefer the previous setup but this is by 
no means a showstopper. However, because of the mechanism that lifts the hoop, 
the system will only operate at speeds below about 5 mph. The soft-top can be 
unlatched and flipped back one handed at pretty much any speed. The more complex 
system also adds about 110-pounds. 

So why after nearly three decades has the Miata survived and even thrived where so 
many others have fallen by the wayside? I think it’s because Mazda figured out what they wanted the Miata to be at the start, 
built it right and have largely stuck to that formula ever since. Unlike many of the others, they didn’t really compromise by 
adapting economy car parts like the Capri. The original used a variant of the engine found in the 323 of the era, but its platform 
was unique and perfectly suited to the task. 

Small, lightweight and rear-wheel-drive, it was fundamentally good at what it was meant to do despite not being hugely sophis-
ticated. Mazda never tried to appeal to a wider audience with a rudimentary back seat like the Capri. You got two seats, a man-
ual folding top that you could maneuver from the driver’s seat without unbuckling the belt and a slick shifting manual gearbox. 

Today, if you buy a brand new soft-top Miata you get essentially the same thing although instead of a latch at each end of the 
windshield header, there is a single easier to use latch in the center. That’s what I call improving the breed. While Mazda has 
added a bit more power, nicer trim and a few other niceties over the decades, the biggest changes have been to comply with 
regulatory requirements. From its original 2,200 pounds, it gained a bit through the second and third generations getting up to 
2,480 pounds before losing about 150 for generation four. 

Unlike almost every other car that has gone through multiple generations, it hasn’t gotten notably larger. In fact, the current 
model is about 1.3 inches shorter overall while adding 1.7-inches to the wheelbase. There are two size changes that are notice-
able. The overall width has increased by about 2.4-inches, likely to meet new side-impact regulations that have taken effect in 
the last couple of decades and the belt-line is noticeably higher. 

The window sill in my 1990 sits 30-inches above the road surface while the 2017 RF sill is four-inches higher. That four inches 
makes a huge difference. I feel much more exposed when driving my car whereas I feel more enclosed in the new one. It’s noth-
ing like the bathtub feeling of a Camaro or the Mercedes-AMG GLA45 I recently drove, but it is definitely less open. 
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Functionally, the other big difference of the new car is the structural rigidity and that’s to be expected given the advances in 
both material science and computer aided engineering in the past two decades. The new Miata feels remarkably solid (as did its 
Fiat-badged variant recently) with no shakes or rattles anywhere. Given the very modest weight gain, Mazda has done a fabu-
lous job on strengthening this car. By comparison, while my car doesn’t feel flexible like that Capri did all those years ago, you 
can feel some shivers through the structure on particularly bumpy pavement. 

The openness combined with the difference in rigidity gives my first-generation car a feeling of being almost delicate in com-
parison to the new car. Both feel equally nimble and capable of handling the most challenging mountain roads with ease, at 
least to the degree that their engines can keep up. A key part of the Miata’s character has always been that it is great as a slow 
car driven fast, as opposed to all the fast cars we have today that must invariably driven slowly except on the track. 

Like other contemporary Mazdas, the latest Miata is well laid out and executed in good quality materials. The infotainment sys-
tem uses a central controller rather than a touch screen and doesn’t yet support Android Auto or Apple Carplay but that is sup-
posedly coming in 2018. Frankly with a car like this, the entertainment is all in the chassis anyway. Put the top down and drive 
and forget about your destination. 

I’ve always been a fan of Mazda as a brand. The fact that they persisted with the Wankel rotary for as long as they did when 
everyone else had given up hope and continue to tinker with it today, tells me they really do think different. Maybe a little 
crazy, but truthfully there is nothing wrong with that. I admire that to the degree they can given the realities of regulations and 
market, they have kept the Miata remarkably true to the original vision set out by the product planning team three decades 
ago.  Of all such cars born in the last several decades, the Miata began with more honesty than any other and has retained that 
sense of itself.  It has never moved significantly up-market or added more seats or substantially more power and for that I 
praise Mazda.  

The differences between my original and this new RF are not insignificant, but neither do they change the fundamental good-
ness that this car has always had and given the way the automotive landscape is expected to change in the next couple of dec-
ades, I sincerely hope a true Miata is still in production long enough to make it to two million sales. Mazda recently changed its 
tag-line from Zoom-Zoom to Driving Matters and I couldn’t agree more. I spend my days writing and talking about autonomous 
and connected cars, but I bought my almost completely analog Miata to keep in touch with why I’ve had a passion for cars all 
these years. While I think most people getting around probably shouldn’t be doing the driving, it will be a sad day when we can 
longer drive cars like this because nothing beats putting the top down on a warm summer evening and just going for a trip to 
nowhere in particular.  

The author is a senior analyst on the Transportation Efficiencies team at Navigant Research and co-host of the Wheel Bear-
ings podcast 
 
All photos from 
article 
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http://navigantresearch.com/
http://wheelbearings.media/
http://wheelbearings.media/
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Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta &  

New Mexico Run - 10/07/2017 
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Location: Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta 
 
Current plan is to spend 3 or 4 days doing runs and 3 or 4 days at the  
balloon fiesta. The event will start at the fiesta, everyone will get there on 
their own. 
 
NOTE: We have currently reserved OUR rooms at the Albuquerque Resi-
dence Inn. Our Reservation is Saturday October 7 - Saturday October 14. 
Will start driving home on Saturday October 14th some Interstate 40, some 
Route 66. Anyone wishing to join us can contact the hotel directly. This is a 
DIY reservation, no reserved block of rooms, etc but be aware that hotels in 
the area are filling up quickly.  
If interested please email  
Mike Markowitz  
 
Contact: Mike Markowitz 
Email: n6xrf@sbcglobal.net 
Phone: 818 648-0933 
 
More Info: www.balloonfiesta.com  

What is the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta? 
The Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta is a world-renowned attraction 
and destination for kids of all ages. For more than four decades, the first 
week in October brings the smell of roasting chiles and the beautiful,  
magical moving picture show of hot air balloons sailing silently through the 
crisp fall air. 
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WHEN: Sat, September 23, 2017 
TIME: 8:30am - 4:00pm  
 
 

Meet in Santa Clarita and drive back 
roads to Gorman, Fraiser Park, Pine 
Mountain Club, and via Hwy 33 end 
up in Ojai Valley and Santa Paula.   

 

Watch for more details….. 
 
 

Contact: Bruce Hamer 
Email: bhamer99@yahoo.com 
Phone: 818 669 6809 

San Andreas Fault Run 
09/23/2017 

Bear Valley Run—09/15-16, 2017 

Please join us for a fall run in the Central Sierra.  We will spend Friday night in Oakhurst and have a group din-
ner.  On Saturday morning, we will drive over Tioga Pass and have lunch at the Whoa Nellie Deli.  After lunch, we 
will drive north on 395, take Monitor pass to Hwy 4, and then drive west on 4 to the Bear Valley Lodge.    
 
Friday 9/15: 
Yosemite Southgate Hotel 
40644 Hwy 41 
Oakhurst, CA 
 
10 rooms are being held. Please make your reservations online 
at yosemitesouthgate.com/reservations and use promo code: carclub15.   
Beginning on July 10, that code will reduce the $155 rate by 15%. 
  
Saturday 9/16: 
Bear Valley Lodge 
2280 SR 207 
Bear Valley, CA 
 
10 rooms will be held until August 19.  Please call the hotel at (209) 753-2327 to make your reservation.  The 
rates are:  single queen $117.81; double queen $137.61. The group reservation at the Bear Valley Lodge is under 
Lisa Asperger’s name and Miata Club. 
 
Please let Lisa know if you will be joining us at lisa.asperger@gmail.com.   Hope to see you in September.       

Tioga Pass 

http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/popup.php?op=view&id=109241834&crd=socalm#location0
mailto:n6xrf@sbcglobal.net?subject=Albuquerque%20Balloon%20Fiesta%20and%20New%20Mexico%20Runs
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/popup.php?op=view&id=109241834&crd=socalm
mailto:bhamer99@yahoo.com?subject=San%20Andreas%20Fault%20Run
http://yosemitesouthgate.com/reservations
mailto:lisa.asperger@gmail.com


You Are Invited to Join us  -  Sept. 14-17, 2017 

 Have you wanted to see the famous Mt St Helens in Washington State that erupted in 1980? Look into the volcano 
and see the dome growing there? Have you ever wanted to see the iconic Mt Hood that is often used as a symbol 
for Oregon? If so, we have the event for you: Mt Hood Miata Club presents Hot Lava 2017. We are staying in the 
beautiful Hood River area on the Columbia River. We start with a Welcome Evening on Thursday, visiting Mt St Hel-
ens on Friday, with optional drives to Mt Adams, and Mt Hood. We will have more drives on Saturday with some 
other activities, culminating with a banquet on Saturday Evening for all participants. We may even have a shorter 
drive on Sunday as we say Good Bye to our guests.  In  the past we have had 
people attend from Canada, the east coast, and many places in-between. 
 

This will be a great weekend to see old friends and meet more Zoomers. 
 

Mt Hood Miata Club website is where to find information on reserving rooms, 
and will be the place to register for the event (Registration opens in May), and 
keep up on what is happening as activities are added. 
 
If you have not been to Oregon and Washington, plan to stay a few extra days, there is so much beauty 
and so many activities to be enjoyed.  After all, Hood River is considered the Windsurfing Capital of the 
World. 
Contact us by email with any question or concerns at:  HotLava@mthoodmiata.org 
Website:  http://www.mthoodmiata.org/hot-lava 

Miatas At Mazda Raceway—10/06-08/2017 

Mt Hood Miata Club—Invitation to Participate 

displays and demos and product 

specials. 

 A chance to ride along with a 

pro driver on the track. 

 Free BBQ and car show on 

Friday night. 

A party with live band on Satur-

day night. 

 

Refer to the official website for 

lots more info, registration & 

Schedule of Events:  
 
 

https://

www.miatasatmazdaraceway.co

m/index.php 

https://

www.miatasatmazdaraceway.co

m/registration.php 

https://www.miatasatmazdarace

way.com/schedule.php 

October 6-8, 2017 

Registration began on May 13, 

2017. The most popular run 

groups sell out in minutes, so 

mark your calendar now.  Road 

and Track has published a highly 

entertaining article showcasing 

19 different cars from the 2016 

event.  

 

What is it? 
The biggest annual Miata cele-

bration on the continent! 

 2 days of high speed track 

time at world famous Mazda 

Raceway Laguna Seca. 

 Hundreds of Miatas and 

Miata enthusiasts of all types 

from around the world. 

 Parade laps on Saturday and 

Sunday. 

 Vendors on hand with  
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So just what is this event anyhow? 
 
Miatas at Mazda Raceway is a cele-
bration of our favorite sports car. It 
combines hard-core track time with 
more laid back, friendly gatherings. 
You can check out a living car show of 
every kind of Miata imaginable or strap 
yourself into a modified beast with an 
experienced driver. You can take your 
first high-speed laps around a track 
with an instructor or you can chase 
national champions in the fastest race 
Miatas around. Vendors and Miata 
experts are there to answer questions 
and show off their latest products. 
There's a free BBQ, a party with live 
band, parade laps...it's a very full 
weekend. 

mailto:HotLava@mthoodmiata.org
http://www.mthoodmiata.org/hot-lava
https://www.miatasatmazdaraceway.com/index.php
https://www.miatasatmazdaraceway.com/index.php
https://www.miatasatmazdaraceway.com/index.php
https://www.miatasatmazdaraceway.com/registration.php
https://www.miatasatmazdaraceway.com/registration.php
https://www.miatasatmazdaraceway.com/registration.php
https://www.miatasatmazdaraceway.com/schedule.php
https://www.miatasatmazdaraceway.com/schedule.php
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Join us on Saturday, October 21 for a run up to the mountains to enjoy some cool alpine air 

and some even cooler German beers. The Oktoberfest at Big Bear Lake is one of Southern 

California's largest and longest-running Oktoberfests, featuring German food, music, danc-

ing and, of course, beer. This year we'll be overnighting on the mountain, with activities also 

planned for Sunday the 22nd  at  

Lake Arrowhead. 

 

Pertinent Details For the Moment: 
 
a) Run will depart Ontario area ~10:30am Saturday morning, with an early lunch in Angelus Oaks. 
b) Hotel is The Lodge at Big Bear Lake: http://www.thelodgeatbigbearlake.com We have a block of rooms 
 with a group rate of $129. Group code is SoCal Miata Club (SMC). 
c) Oktoberfest runs shuttles from Big Bear Village to the Fest venue, so we won't need to worry about  
 parking or enjoying the brew. Oktoberfest tickets are available in advance or at the door - we'll plan on 
 hitting the Fest around 5:00pm. Those who would rather skip the Fest can also have dinner on their own 
 in Big Bear Village. 
 
Contact: Daniel Schulz 
Email: dschulz@alumni.iu.edu 
Phone: (818) 292-0069 
 
More Info: http://bigbearevents.com/oktoberfest/   

 

Date:  Sun. Oct 22, 2017 
Location: Belgian Waffle House 
Time:  11:00am—2:00pm 
 
Description: 

 After Brunch, let's go for a ride on the Arrowhead Queen, a relaxing and entertaining 50 min boat ride. 

 $17 per adult 

 $15.50 per senior (60 and older 

 
More Info: http://lakearrowheadqueen.com/ 

 
Location Details: 
Belgian Waffle House  
Dockside, Lake Arrowhead Village 
Lake Arrowhead Ca 28200 USA 
 
Hosts :  Ross & Patti McIntosh 
              909-882-3464 
Email:    pattimcintosh@live.com  

SOCALM RETURNS TO BIG BEAR FOR OKTOBERFEST! - 10/21/2017 

USEFUL GERMAN PHRASES FOR OKTOBERFEST 
How to say cheers in German: Prost! 

Danke / bitte –Thanks / please 

Ja / Nein, danke –Yes / no thanks (or not for me). 

Guten Tag –Hello, or good day. 

BRUNCH & BOAT RIDE AT LAKE ARROWHEAD - 10/22/2017 

http://www.thelodgeatbigbearlake.com/
mailto:dschulz@alumni.iu.edu?subject=Oktoberfest%20Run
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/popup.php?op=view&id=114954444&crd=socalm
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/popup.php?op=view&id=114789152&crd=socalm#location0
mailto:pattimcintosh@live.com?subject=Inland%20Empire%20Social
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Memberships  203 

Single   100 

Dual   103 

 

People 306 

Cars 215 

 

Membership 

09/02 Marna Wood 
09/03 Joseph Tillotson 
09/03 Heather Martillo 
09/09 Bob Davis 
09/09 Nicholas Gomez 
09/09 Barry Rein 
09/09 Linda Yefremian 
09/09 Daniel Schulz 
09/10 Mona Leites 
09/11 Wendy Prado 
09/12 Gary Koupal 
09/15 Sylvan Swartz 
09/15 Dustin Kelley 
09/16 Marc Heffler 
09/16 Judy Grossmann 
09/18 David Vandegrift 
09/20 Phil Daoust 
09/21 Toni Appell 
09/23 Mary Ashford 
09/24 Richard Garratt 

09/24 Jesse Jambe 
09/28 Ingrid Gillespie 
09/30 Charlotte Putter 

NEW MEMBERS: 

Robert & Daisy Apodaca Chino Hills  2016 White 
Cameron Baker Simi Valley  1997 Blazing Yellow 
Mario Guillont Whittier   2017 Metallic Red 
Gaetan Lamoureux Camarillo  2008 True Red 
Bruce Stark Santa Barbara  1997 Marina Green 
 
RENEWAL/ PREVIOUS MEMBERS: 

Ron & Juilana Bonneau Highland  2002 Midnight Blue 
David Johnston &  
   Seema Misser Torrance  2017 Metallic Red 
Mona & Jeffrey Leites North Hollywood  1999 Classic Red 
Daniel & Sarah Schulz Valley Village  2007 Highland Green  

 
SOCALM’s ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS ARE PAST DUE , unless you joined between December 1, 2016 through 
May 31, 2017 then your membership will expire June 1, 2018.  
 

WE STILL HAVE 100 MEMBERS THAT HAVE NOT YET RENEWED THEIR MEMBERSHIPS!!!! 
 

You may use PayPal via our web site at www.socalm.org. To renew hit the square Red Button (Renew your member-
ship now) please fill out the application and proceed to payment info and hit submit. To join and use PayPal, at the 
top of the site hit (Join our Club) then hit the round Red Button, or just send a check via snail mail with an club appli-
cation to address below. Please either way it is important to fill out an application. For renewals if any of your info 
has changed; new car, address change or email change send a club application, which has more detail. If using Pay-
Pal to renew email me the application at membership@socalm.org or snail mail to address below. 

 

SOCALM 
23052-H Alicia Parkway #247 

Mission Viejo, CA 92692 

 

IT’S TIME TO RENEW 

YOUR  

MEMBERSHIP 
 

ONLY $25 per year!!  

renewed annually June 1st,  

(new memberships will be  

adjusted) 

mailto:membership@socalm.org
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SPOTLIGHT— IE Social—09/21/2017 
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SEP 2017 - MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 

● Sep 1  Ventura Social 

● Sep 4  HAPPY LABOR DAY!!! 

● Sep 5  SGV Social 

● Sep 7  Orange County Social 

● Sep 8  SF Valley Social 

● Sep 10 FUN-IN-THE-SUN SOCALM PICNIC 

● Sep 11 Santa Clarita Social 

● Sep 15-16 BEAR VALLEY RUN 

● Sep 19 South Bay Social 

● Sep 20 Long Beach Gathering 

● Sep 21 IE Social 

● Sep 23 SAN ANDREAS FAULT RUN 

 

Date:   Thu Sep 21, 2017 
Time:    6:15—8:15 pm 
Place:   Café Calato 
 9640 Center Ave. Ste 150 
 Rancho Cucamonga CA 
 
Hosts :  Ross & Patti McIntosh 
              909-882-3464 
Email:    pattimcintosh@live.com  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Description:   Bob and Juli Davis suggested this 
Italian restaurant in Rancho Cucamonga, and it 
looks like a good one! Mangia! Hope to see you 
there! 
 
 

More Info: https://www.zomato.com/inland-empire/cafe-calato-rancho-
cucamonga/menu 

CAFÉ CALATO -  

OUR PROMISE 

 

We specialize in crafting 
mouth-watering meals and 
providing superb customer 

service.  

mailto:pattimcintosh@live.com?subject=Inland%20Empire%20Social
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/popup.php?op=view&id=113364912&crd=socalm
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/popup.php?op=view&id=113364912&crd=socalm
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Ventura 
Date:   Fri Sep 1, 2017 
Time:   6:30—9:00 pm 
Place:  Reds BBQ and Grill 
 3090 Cochran St 
 Simi Valley,CA 
Hosts:   Mike & Joanne Markowitz 
               818-648-0933 C 
Email:  n6xrf@sbcglobal.net 

RSVP is requested but not required. 

Description:   YOU and your Miata should 
be there.  Join us! 

 
 
SGV Social 
Date:    Tue Sep 5, 2017 
Time:    6:30—8:00 pm 
Place:    Peppertree Cafe 
              1020 E. Route 66 
 Glendora, CA 

Hosts:   Bob & Juli Davis 

              909-374-3998 
Email:    vp@socalm.org 
 rmdavis2002@yahoo.com  
 
Description: An absolute favorite!!!! 

 

Orange County Social 
Date:    Thu  Sep 7, 2017 
Time:    6:30—9:00 pm 
Place:   Original Mike’s 
 100 S. Main St 
 Santa Ana, CA 
Hosts:   Bob & Jeri Negru 
              714-692-1498 
 
Description:  We have never had a social 
here that I am aware of but I think you will 
enjoy it.  It is the home of the !st Buick 
Horseless Carriage business built in 
1919.  Several antique cars are on display 
as well as the 1st Fire Truck for Santa 
Ana.  13 different types of burgers and for 
the Hawaiian lovers there is an Aloha Bur-
ger too.  Hosted by Bob and Jeri Ne-
gru  (714) 692- 1498.  Original Mikes's 
(714)550-7764. 
 

This is for all of the OC now as North 

and South have been combined.   
 

 
 
 
 

SF Valley Social 

Date:   Fri  Sep 8, 2017 
Time:   6:30—9:00 pm 
Place:  Rosie’s BBQ and Grillery 
 8930 Corbin Ave 
 Northridge, CA 
Host:  John Barreiro 
Email:  johnb@jbtais.com  
 
Description:   Join us! 
 
 
Santa Clarita Social 
Date:    Mon, Sep 11, 2017 
Time:    7:00—9:00 pm 
Place:   MOM CAN COOK Thai Kitchen 
 18358 Soledad Canyon Road 
 Canyon Country, CA 91387 
Host:    Benny Goldstein 
Email:  santaclarita@socalm.org  
 bennygol@earthlink.net 
              661 993-3390 cell  
 661 252-6941 tel 
 
Description:  : Join us!   Let us know (if 

you can) that you are coming, and we'll 

hold a place for you. 

 
South Bay Social 
Date:    Tue Sep 19, 2017 
Time:    6:30—9:00 pm 
Place:   Havana Mania 
 3615 Inglewood Ave 
 Redondo Beach CA 
Host:     Mark Kozlevcar 
               310-227-1064 
Email:    kozlevcar@earthlink.net 
 
Description:  Please join us for the South 
Bay Social at Havana Mania in Redondo 
Beach. Luis prides himself on serving Cu-
ban food at its finest! Everything is very 
good, but the roast pork (lechon) is fantas-
tic. Hope to see you there! 
 

Long Beach Gathering 
Date:    Wed Sep 20, 2017 
Time:    6:30—9:00 pm 
Place: TBA 
 
Host:  Bud Martin 
Email:  longbeach@socalm.org 
Tel: 562.233.1272 
Email:  Glassrider2@yahoo.com  
 
Description:  Join us! 
 

Inland Empire Social 
Date:   Thu Sep 21, 2017 
Time:    6:15—8:15 pm 
Place:   Café Calato 
 9640 Center Ave. Ste 150 
 Rancho Cucamonga CA 
Hosts :  Ross & Patti McIntosh 
              909-882-3464 
Email:    pattimcintosh@live.com  
 
Description:   Bob and Juli Davis sug-
gested this Italian restaurant in Rancho 
Cucamonga, and it looks like a good one! 
Mangia! Hope to see you there! 
 
 
More Info: https://www.zomato.com/inland
-empire/cafe-calato-rancho-cucamonga/
menu  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SEPTEMBER SOCIALS 
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Financial Report — July 2017 (submitted by SOCALM Treasurer) 

 

Beginning Balance, as of  JULY 1, 2017           $6,164.68 

Revenue / Deposits: 

Dues – Renewal      450.00 

Dues – New     50.00 

           ------------- 

                                      Total Revenue:                                500.00 

Expenses:    

Name Badges                (63.00) 

Membership Supplies              (184.21) 

Treasurer Supplies    (11.80) 

Bank Charges    (37.00) 

             ------------- 

                                      Total Expenses:                        (296.01) 

                                       ========= 

Ending Balance,  as of  JULY 31, 2017         $6,368.67 

 

 

Serving our Miata friends since 2/22/2002 

http://miatafun.net/ 

SOCALM Merchandise 

SOCALM Café Press 

Merchandise is available!! 

Support your club and 

decorate you, your house 
and your car! 

http://cafepress.com/socalm 

 

We  have  SOCALM  patches!  

Thanks to the efforts of Vince H,  we have a large patch (10 inches diame-
ter) and a small patch about (3.5 inches in diameter).  They are $27.00 for 
the large and $7.00 for the small. Please contact Bob Davis (909-374-3998 
Email:    vp@socalm.org ) if you are keen on ordering one, or two, or 
three…   

I have one of each and they really MAKE a jacket!  

Picture us all wearing them for a run or weekend 
event?  

We'll show those other clubs! 
ONLY A FEW LEFT ! 

mailto:vp@socalm.org?subject=SGV%20Social


 

CLUB 

INFORMATION 
SOCALM is a non-profit organization whose primary purpose is to gather 
for enthusiastic fun and to share information about the Mazda Miata MX-5. 

Annual Dues: $25.00 per year, due annually on June 1st.  The 
membership of any new member(s) who join(s) during the 6 month period 
from June 1st through November 30th  will expire as of the following June 
1st. .  The membership of any new member(s) who join(s) during the 6 
month period from December 1st through May 31st will expire as of June 
1st of the subsequent year (12-18 months later).  

Submissions to The Reward should be sent to the club address below. 
You can also send articles, pictures, and letters via e-mail to 
editor@socalm.org.  Submissions may be edited for content or length. The 
standard deadline for submissions is the 20th of the month, but you should 
always call the Editor to check on last minute submissions. The Reward, its 
contributors, and SOCALM assume no liability for the accuracy or legality 
of any information appearing herein. 

Reprint permission: Use of articles or stories by other Miata clubs is 
hereby granted, provided proper credit to this publication and the author is 
given. 
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SOCALM Library 

Some members may not be aware that Socalm has a small 

library, consisting of back issues of the Miata Magazine to 

Winter of 1992, and a full set of past issues of the Reward, 

thanks to Bill Strohm who donated his collection. If you wish 

to borrow any of these, please contact the club librarian, 

Gary Nelson, at either librarian@socalm.org or 909/935-6969 

We ask only that you return any borrowed items promptly so 

that others may also borrow as needed. 
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2017 SOCALM OFFICERS 
 

Executive Board 
President 

Rona Dexler................. president@socalm.org 818.426.0193 
Vice President 

Bob Davis.............................. vp@socalm.org 909.374.3998 
Secretary 

Diana Davis ................. secretary@socalm.org 626.826.4803 
Treasurer 

Benny Goldstein ............treasurer@socalm.org 661.252.6941 

 

Regional Representatives 
Greater Long Beach 

Bud Martin ................. longbeach@socalm.org 562.233.1272 
Inland Empire 

Ross & Patti McIntosh inlandempire@socalm.org 909.882.3464 
Los Angeles 

Dan Schulz .................losangeles@socalm.org 818.292.0069 
San Fernando Valley 

John Barreiro……………… sfvalley@socalm.org   818.368.0232 
N. Orange County 

Bob Negru ......................northoc@socalm.org 714.692.1498 
San Gabriel Valley 

Juli Davis ...................... sgvalley@socalm.org 909.374.3998 
South Bay 

Mark Kozlevcar .............southbay@socalm.org 310.640.3196 
S. Orange County 

Vacant……………................ southoc@socalm.org  
Santa Clarita 

Benny Goldstein ................ valley@socalm.org 661.993.3390 
Ventura 

Mike Markowitz ...............ventura@socalm.org 818.991.8720 

 
Appointed Officers & Committee Members 
Activities Coordinator 

Lisa Martin ........................ activities@socalm.org 
Membership Coordinator 

Bari Russell .................. membership@socalm.org 
Club Librarian 

Gary Nelson........................ librarian@socalm.org 
Vendor Coordinator 

Bud Martin ...........................vendors@socalm.org 
Webmaster 

Lisa Martin ..................... webmaster@socalm.org 
Newsletter 

Ingrid Gillespie ........................editor@socalm.org 

            …….ingrid.a.gillespie@gmail.com 
Motorsports Coordinator 

Vacant………………………….....motorsports@socalm.org 

www.socalm.org 

SOCALM is an active California Mutual Benefit Corporation, Corporate 

ID# C1821006 ©1990-2005 SOCALM. All Rights Reserved.  

 
CB radios are a great way to communicate during a run 

while enhancing the driving experience. 
 

WARNING:  A driver's use of a CB while driving most likely 
violates recently enacted CA DMV Code restricting the use 

of handheld electronics.  USE AT YOUR OWN RISK! 
                     

Note to Run Leaders:  It would be helpful if you  
would mention this information at each drivers'  
meeting. 

 

mailto:librarian@socalm.org
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/socalm/
https://www.facebook.com/SouthernCaliforniaMiataClub
mailto:board@socalm.org
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/socalm/
http://www.socalm.org/Renew_Membership.html


 

 

 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA MIATA CLUB 
23052-H Alicia Parkway #247 
Mission Viejo, CA 92692 
 
Driving the twisties since 1990! 

 

 


