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The Prez Sez

Looking Down
The Road…

Here we are in December already!
For those that have never done Motor4Toys or the El Segundo Holiday Parade, I HIGHLY recommend both!
MOTOR4TOYS – Woodland Hills, Ca
Rona Dexler
Mike Markowitz has been
SOCALM “Prez”
doing Motors for Toys for
many years now, usually solo. It IS
early, but there is breakfast and
Miata camaraderie, so it is totally
worth it! I did it last year for the first
time and had a blast! I will be going
again this year. All you need is a $10
toy donation, and copious amounts
of coffee, as it is best to get there
early to get a good spot, to show off
your ride. This year, in appreciation,
the club itself has donated a cheque.



MOTOR4TOYS
Dec 3, 2017



SOCALM Holiday Party
Dec 9, 2017



El Segundo 54th Annual
HOLIDAY PARADE
Dec 10, 2017



SOCALM AGM
Jan 13, 2018
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The Prez Sez

EL SEGUNDO HOLIDAY PARADE – El Segundo, Ca
Mark Kozlevcar puts on this event every year. I have been going for three now, and I must say, it is the most
fun you will have at ONE mph ever.
Candy throwing, Holiday band music, floats, silly costumes… what more could you want?
**SEE PG 8 FOR MORE INFO**

2016 PARADE
Memories

Also, don’t forget the FULLY catered SOCALM Holiday Party at the Davis Residence!
Bring a $30.00 car related gift for the exchange.**SEE PG 7 FOR MORE INFO**
I fully expect to see some fresh faces at each event this year…Zoom-Zoom…
Rona D
President, SOCALM
(Southern California Miata Club)

Photos provided by Rona Dexler
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Bear Valley Run—09/16-17, 2017, by Mark Kozlevcar
Miatas love to take on the roads. Once again, the Southern California Miata Club took off from Oakhurst for a day of
curve hugging action. If you have never been on a run led by Don and Lisa Asperger, you have missed out on some of
the best runs that SoCalm has to offer.
Although roads tend to be the highlight of runs, the Social aspect should not be overlooked. Again, there are not many
restaurants in Oakhurst that can handle a group the size of the one on this run, so we enjoyed a festive Friday evening
of Mexican fare at El Cid. El Cid is your typical Mexican restaurant in that you can get any combination of tacos, enchiladas, chile rellenos, tostadas, and just about any other Mexican food that you can imagine. As there are 92 numbered
items on the menu, they have just about any combination that you could come up with, and at least one that you
would not have imagined. Yes, Gary, they have hamburgers AND cheeseburgers served with fries!

Like Mexican food, driving speeds are a personal taste. In my opinion, Don drives fast enough for me to take on the
roads as intended, but never too fast for the conditions, and definitely not so fast as to feel unsafe in any way. Pulling
out of the Yosemite Southgate Lodge a wave of anticipation overwhelmed me and like a kid in a candy store, I was anticipating a varied and exciting run. I love runs with SoCalm and I especially enjoy Don and Lisa’s routings. Early run
highlights included old favorites like Triangle Road and 140 before we even entered Yosemite National Park.

Once we were in the park, the pace slowed a bit so that the
natural scenery and the lovely natural sights and sounds
could be experienced and could completely envelop your
senses. Driving through Tioga Pass at 9945 feet above sea
level at the Eastern edge of the park marked our exit from
the park. Views of the tufas pointing up through increased
water levels due to the winter precipitation in the Eastern
Sierra in Mono Lake punctuated the landscape.

cont’d pgs 4-5
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Bear Valley Run, cont’d
The views were so breathtaking and captivating that three cars missed the turn into the lunch stop, the Whoa Nelly
Deli. Bruce Hamer served as the sweep for the group and this meant that he was tasked with chasing down the errant
drivers. Being the sweep can at times be best described as akin to herding cats. Eventually everyone made it to lunch.
Great job Bruce! Thank you for sweeping so that I did
not have to.
Describing the lunch stop as food served in a gas station
does not do justice to the quality and variety of dishes
available at the Whoa Nelly. I enjoyed Wild Buffalo
Meatloaf served with a port wine au jus and garlic
mashed potatoes. This was not even the most sophisticated item on the menu. Yes, Gary, you will be happy to
note that they serve several varieties of burgers also.
After lunch, we headed up highway 395 for about an
hour until turning West on highway 89 for some uphill
twisties and Monitor Pass at 8314 feet above sea level.
Our next turn was on to highway 4 toward Ebbetts Pass
at 8732 feet above sea level. Parts of highway 4 have no
center line, which makes for some very fun driving before reaching our hotel!
Our hotel stopping point, the Bear Valley Lodge, was a very interesting property. It could be described as both funky
and quaint. Which of these characteristics is more prevalent is not really up for debate. Both aspects can to be enjoyed
in their yin and yang, as they are complimentary to each other. The property is used as a ski lodge during the snowy
season, and thus has a very large parking lot. The lodge has a large common room with an incredible fireplace. More
than one picture were taken by SoCalmers of this festive and rustic lounge area. After 244 miles of driving, wine and
other libations were enjoyed in this venue before we were off for dinner.
The dinner fare was excellent. I enjoyed a filet (rare) and some house chardonnay, along with some very interesting
conversation with my fellow travelers. The staff at the Bear Valley Lodge’s Creekside Dining Room took very good care
of us. I am fairly certain that nobody left hungry. The conclusion of dinner marked the official end of the run activities.

“You never know what you
might find around the next
corner of the road or the next
twist and turn of your life.”

cont’d pg 5
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Bear Valley Run
After dinner, it was off to sleep in preparation for the
trip home. Most folks left early the next day. For those
of us in the mood for some more driving, Don and Lisa
led an impromptu run on Sunday morning, continuing
through the twisties West on highway 4. Cutting over to
Sonora on Parrots Ferry Road through the heart of California’s gold country, we stopped for gas before picking
up route 108 which took us through Sonora Pass at 9625
feet above sea level. Continuing East along on highway
108, our final decent took us to highway 395 and a turn
South toward to the Whoa Nelly Deli again for lunch.
That is where we said our farewells to the run leaders
and those who wished to travel South along the Western side of the Sierras.

While writing about driving across four different passes, crossing
the Sierras three times, and traveling for two days is done to provide a description of one fantastic Miata run, and as much as I
enjoy reminiscing about all of the fun that was had on this run, it
in no way compares to the pure joy and elation felt while driving
these fabulous roads, seeing the wonderful scenery, and enjoying
the company of great friends. The Miata is by far the best venue
for enjoying these roads and SoCalm is the best club for people
who enjoy driving.
In conclusion, my message for those of you who have not done
so yet, take a chance and join us on one of our runs in 2018. You
never know what you might find around the next corner of the
road or the next twist and turn of your life.

Photos by Jamie Kozlevcar
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UPCOMING
SOCALM Annual
General Meeting (AGM)
When:
Time:
Location:

Sat, Jan 13, 2018
10:00am - 2:00pm
Mazda North America Headquarters

***It's THAT time again!!***
The SOCALM Annual General Meeting is upon us..Donuts!
Raffle prizes! Socialization! Mixed in
with a little politics... We will be meeting in the brand spanking new Mazda location in Irvine.
More details to come.....
Contact: RONA DEXLER
Email: ronad90@gmail.com
Phone: 818.426.0193
More Info: www.MazdaUSA.com
Location Details
Mazda North America Headquarters
200 Spectrum Centre Drive
Irvine CA 92618 USA

MOTOR4TOYS—12/03/2017
WHEN:

Sunday, Dec 3, 2017

WHERE:

21700 Oxnard St.
Woodland Hills, CA 91367
Joanne and I will be at Denny's at Burbank and Topanga @ 5:30
7:00am - 11:00am

TIME:

Making Kids Happy - Providing toys for the less fortunate

for breakfast,, leaving Dennys's at 6:45 for the 5 minute drive to
Motor4Toys
Contact: Mike Markowitz
Email: n6xrf@sbcglobal.net
Phone: 818 648-0933
More Info: http://www.motor4toys.com/
Location Details
Anthem Parking Lot
21555 Oxnard Street, Woodland Hills CA 91367
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2017 SOCALM HOLIDAY PARTY—12/09/2017
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El Segundo 54th Annual Holiday Parade -12/10/2017
When:
Location:
Leader:

Sun, Dec 10, 2017 11:00am - 3:00pm
Clutter's Park, Imperial Ave and Cypress St, El Segundo CA
Mark Kozlevcar, Tel: 310-227-1064, Email: kozlevcar@earthlink.net

Description: Everyone loves a parade. Christmas comes once a year, and if you are in the holiday
spirit after the Holiday Party, you can BE A PART OF the parade. The El Segundo 54th Annual
Holiday Parade takes place on Sunday, December 10th. This year's theme is TBD, but this IS the 100th anniversary of
the founding of El Segundo, so I would expect that is going to be somehow part of the theme. Line-up is from 12:00
Noon - 12:15 PM. The parade begins at 1:00 P.M.
El Segundo is a small town located in the South Bay. We hold a small town parade here. The Boy Scouts (cordless drill team),
Girl Scouts, Pop Warner Football and Cheerleaders, baton twirlers, Little League, horse teams, Shriners, preschools, barber
shop quartets, junior high and high school bands, along with various businesses have participated in the past and are all expected back this year. The Chamber of Commerce claims that 5000 people attend this parade each year.
Even though this is a driving club, this will be the shortest and SLOWEST run that you will ever participate in. Following the
parade, we will meet at a restaurant to recap the harrowing experiences that we had at top speeds of seven miles per hour
driving down the middle of the yellow line. Our line up position is TBD.
Here are the run directions:
1) Zero out your odometers and line up on Imperial Avenue
2) 0.1 turn LEFT on Main
3) 1.1 Parade ends at Main and El Segundo
4) Drive to California Pizza Kitchen in Manhattan Beach
FAIR WARNING NOTE: There is NO ACCESS TO BATHROOMS near the start of the parade route.
Here are the rules for entries into the parade:
1) You are encouraged to decorate your entry (car) based upon the theme of the parade and/or holiday season.
2) All designs and entries should be suitable for family viewing.
3) Please do NOT use a representative in a Santa costume. Santa ALWAYS rides on the Chevron Fire Truck at the end of
the parade. We would not want children to be confused by seeing more than one Santa.
4) Commercial advertising is prohibited, but two banners or signs (maximum size 6’ X 2’) may be placed on two sides of the
entry to acknowledge sponsoring companies/organizations.
5) Candy or other items may NOT be thrown from a car/van/float, etc. If items are to be distributed, then you may have members of your group (read that as “passenger”) walk along side the crowd at the curb and hand them out. (This rule is pretty
much ignored, though).
PARADE PREP: The now defunct Imperial Avenue School parking lot where me met in the past to decorate our cars is UNAVAILABLE. This area is now fenced off for construction. We will prep for the parade at the line-up location.
PARADE LINE-UP: Here is a link to a map of the area where we will cue up for the parade: http://tinyurl.com/oez58nl
Location Details:
Clutter's Park
Imperial Ave and Cypress St
El Segundo CA 90245 US
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MEMBERSHIP
NEW MEMBERS:
Porter Coe
Les & Marsha Lovatt
RENEWAL/ PREVIOUS MEMBERS:
Joseph Paguio

Mission Viejo
Simi Valley

Long Beach

RENEW YOUR
MEMBERSHIP
NOW

1991 Crystal White
2010 Copper Red

ONLY $25 per year!!
renewed annually
June 1st,
(new memberships
will be adjusted)

2008 Copper Red

SOCALM‘s ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS ARE PAST DUE , unless you joined between
December 1, 2016 through May 31, 2017 then your membership will expire
June 1, 2018.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
WE STILL HAVE 95 MEMBERS THAT HAVE NOT YET RENEWED THEIR MEMBERSHIPS!!!! Your memberships expired June 1, 2017 and thus you have been put on the inactive list as of November 1, 2017, and
may be removed from the YAHOO Groups list before the end of the year!
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
You may use PayPal via our web site at www.socalm.org. To renew hit the square Red Button (RENEW
YOUR MEMBERSHIP NOW!) Please fill out the application and proceed to payment info and hit submit. To
join and use PayPal, at the top of the site hit (Join our Club) then hit the round Red Button, or just send a
check via snail mail with a club application to address below. Please either way it is important to fill out an
application. For renewals if any of your info has changed; new car, address change or email change send a
club application, which has more detail. If using PayPal to renew email me the application at
membership@socalm.org or snail mail to address below.
SOCALM
23052-H Alicia Parkway #247

12/02 Curtis Creel
12/02 Joseph Paguio
12/07 Keith Kimble
12/08 Danny Kalish

DECEMBER
BITHDAYS

MEMBERSHIP
STATISTICS

12/12 Drew Bird
12/12 Debbie Jelinek

Membership

12/15 Bruce Hamer
12/18 Donna Nelson
12/25 Janet Kimble
12/27 Phillip Cole
12/31 Linda Smith

Memberships
Single
Dual

120
55
65

People
Cars

185
130
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NOVEMBER 2017 - MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Ventura Social

● Dec 3

MOTOR4TOYS

● Dec 4

South Bay Social

● Dec 5

SGV Social

● Dec 6

IE Social

● Dec 9

SOCALM HOLIDAY PARTY

● Dec 10

EL SEGUNDO HOLIDAY PARADE

● Dec 11

Santa Clarita Social

● Dec 14

Orange County Social

● Dec 15

SF Valley Social

● Dec 20

Long Beach Gathering

● Dec 25

CHRISTMAS - HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

● Dec 31

New Year’s Eve

Join us for good people, good food & good fun.

● Dec 1

SPOTLIGHT— Ventura Social 12/01/17
Date:
Time:
Place:

Fri Dec 1, 2017
6:30—9:30 pm
The Junkyard Cafe
2585 Cochran St
Simi Valley, CA 93065

Hosts: Mike & Joanne Markowitz
818-648-0933 C
Email: n6xrf@sbcglobal.net

Take a look at our diverse menu,
www.thejunkyardcafe.com/, we bring you a great selection
of delicious, fresh handmade food choices.
Then there is always our “Poison of the Day” which is
our daily feature.
The food is awesome the beer is always ice cold, and
served in 20 ounce frozen schooners, but the service is
not that great (ha ha, only the best in town).
We serve up our epicurean delights with a great attitude
in a relaxed fun environment.

The Reward - official newsletter of the Southern California Miata Club

www.socalm.org

PAGE 11

DECEMBER SOCIALS
Ventura Social

SGV Social

Orange County Social

Date:
Time:
Place:

Date:
Time:
Place:

Date:
Time:
Place:

Fri Dec 1, 2017
6:30—9:30 pm
The Junkyard Cafe
2585 Cochran St,
Simi Valley, CA 93065
Hosts: Mike & Joanne Markowitz
818-648-0933 C
Email: n6xrf@sbcglobal.net
Directions: Heading East on the 118:
118 Fwy to exit 25 Sycamore Dr., Turn
south (right) on Sycamore Drive. The first
Right is Cochran The Junk Yard Café will
be on your right drive up the ramp . The
restaurant is on the 2nd floor of the building. RSVP is requested but not required.

Tue Dec 5, 2017
6:30—8:00 pm
Peppertree Cafe
1020 E. Route 66
Glendora, CA
Hosts: Bob & Juli Davis
909-374-3998
Email: vp@socalm.org
rmdavis2002@yahoo.com
Description: Here's hoping that Peppertree is not inundated with Holiday parties!

Host:
Email:

Mon Dec 4, 2017
6:30—9:30 pm
Astro Kitchen
2212 W. Artesia Blvd
Torrance, CA 90504
Mark Kozlevcar
310-227-1064
kozlevcar@earthlink.net

Description: We have had "impromptu"
socials at Astro Kitchen when we were
rudely greeted at the adjacent Hawaiian
restaurant (you can look up the name of
the Hawaiian restaurant if you want to
avoid it in the future...) that was closed
TWICE IN A ROW when our social was
scheduled there. The food at Astro Kitchen
seems to be a fusion between Japanese
and French. In any event, it was delicious!
If you want to indulge your vocal cords,
there is a karaoke bar attached to the restaurant; so if you have the inkling to do
some singing, you could certainly do that!
The link is to a picture of the menu.
More Info: http://www.menupix.com/
menudirectory/menu.php?id=29347459
Hope to see you there!

Description: This is your traditional pub
food. We went here a year or so ago and
everyone enjoyed so thought we would try
again. Excellent for Fish and Chips
too. Hosted by Bob and Jeri Negru (714)
692-1498 and Ye Old Ship (714) 871-7447

SF Valley Social
Date:
Time:
Place:

South Bay Social
Date:
Time:
Place:

Thu Dec 14, 2017
6:30—9:30 pm
Ye Old Ship
709 N. Harbor
Fullerton, CA
Hosts: Bob & Jeri Negru
714-692-1498

Inland Empire Social
Date:
Time:
Place:

Wed Dec 6, 2017
6:30—8:30 pm
Lotus Garden
111 E Hospitality Lane
San Bernardino, CA
Hosts : Ross & Patti McIntosh
909-882-3464
Email: pattimcintosh@live.com
Description: Let's meet for Chinese food
at Lotus Garden! Lotus Garden is a 5 star
gold award winning restaurant located on
Hospitality Lane in San Bernardino, just
north of the 10. Serving delicious, authentic
Chinese fare. Hope to see you there!
RSVP appreciated!

Host:
Email:

Fri Dec 15, 2017
6:30—9:30 pm
VIVA La Fiesta
21409 Devonshire St
Chatsworth CA 91311
John Barreiro
johnb@jbtais.com

Description:
Rona introduced me to this place and we
have been back a couple of times since.
Food is scrummy, prices reasonable and
service fast and friendly.
Please RSVP no later than Thursday
DECEMBER 14th so I can reserve enough
seats.
LOCATION & MAP
Contact: John Barreiro
More Info:
https://vivalafiesta.eat24hour.com/

Santa Clarita Social
Date:
Time:
Place:
Host:

Mon, Dec 11, 2017
6:30—9:30 pm
MOM CAN COOK Thai Kitchen
18358 Soledad Canyon Road
Canyon Country, CA 91387
Benny Goldstein
661 993-3390 cell
661 252-6941 tel

Long Beach Gathering

Date:
Time:
Place:
Description: You know the drill.......please Host:
Email:
RSVP to Benny so he can set aside
Tel:
enough seats.
Email:
Email:

santaclarita@socalm.org
bennygol@earthlink.net

Wed Dec 20, 2017
6:30—9:00 pm
TBA
Bud Martin
longbeach@socalm.org
562.233.1272
Glassrider2@yahoo.com

Description: Join us! Watch for more info.
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SOCALM patches! Large are SOLD OUT!
NOTE: Currently out of the large patches,
and MAYBE? there are only a couple of
the small ones left. (3.5” diameter, Cost:
$7.00)
Based on the current vendor quote, the
pricing for future patches will be much
higher.

SOCALM Financial Report
OCTOBER 2017
Beginning Balance, as of OCTOBER 1, 2017
Revenue / Deposits:
Dues – Renewal
100.00
Dues – New
150.00
Total Revenue:
Expenses
Holiday Party Catering (deposit)
Total Expenses

$6,152.80

-------------250.00
(250.00)
-------------(250.00)
=========

Ending Balance, as of OCTOBER 31, 2017

6,152.80

SOCALM Merchandise
SOCALM Café Press
Merchandise is available!!
Support your club and
decorate you, your house
and your car!
http://cafepress.com/socalm

Serving our Miata friends since 2/22/2002
http://miatafun.net/
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2017 SOCALM OFFICERS
Executive Board
President
Rona Dexler................. president@socalm.org 818.426.0193
Vice President
Bob Davis.............................. vp@socalm.org 909.374.3998
Secretary
Diana Davis ................. secretary@socalm.org 626.826.4803
Treasurer
Benny Goldstein ............treasurer@socalm.org 661.252.6941

Regional Representatives
Greater Long Beach
Bud Martin ................. longbeach@socalm.org 562.233.1272
Inland Empire
Ross & Patti McIntosh inlandempire@socalm.org 909.882.3464
Los Angeles
Dan Schulz .................losangeles@socalm.org 818.292.0069
San Fernando Valley
John Barreiro……………… sfvalley@socalm.org 818.368.0232
N. Orange County
Bob Negru ......................northoc@socalm.org 714.692.1498
San Gabriel Valley
Juli Davis ...................... sgvalley@socalm.org 909.374.3998
South Bay
Mark Kozlevcar .............southbay@socalm.org 310.640.3196
S. Orange County
Vacant……………................ southoc@socalm.org
Santa Clarita
Benny Goldstein ................ valley@socalm.org 661.993.3390
Ventura
Mike Markowitz ...............ventura@socalm.org 818.991.8720

www.socalm.org

SOCALM Library
Some members may not be aware that Socalm has a small
library, consisting of back issues of the Miata Magazine to
Winter of 1992, and a full set of past issues of the Reward,
thanks to Bill Strohm who donated his collection. If you wish
to borrow any of these, please contact the club librarian,
Gary Nelson, at either librarian@socalm.org or 909/935-6969
We ask only that you return any borrowed items promptly so
that others may also borrow as needed.

CB radios are a great way to communicate during a run
while enhancing the driving experience.
WARNING: A driver's use of a CB while driving most likely
violates recently enacted CA DMV Code restricting the use
of handheld electronics. USE AT YOUR OWN RISK!
Note to Run Leaders: It would be helpful if you
would mention this information at each drivers'
meeting.

Appointed Officers & Committee Members
Activities Coordinator
Lisa Martin ........................ activities@socalm.org
Membership Coordinator
Bari Russell .................. membership@socalm.org
Club Librarian
Gary Nelson........................ librarian@socalm.org
Vendor Coordinator
Bud Martin ...........................vendors@socalm.org
Webmaster
Lisa Martin ..................... webmaster@socalm.org
Newsletter
Ingrid Gillespie ........................editor@socalm.org
…….ingrid.a.gillespie@gmail.com
Motorsports Coordinator
Vacant………………………….....motorsports@socalm.org
SOCALM is an active California Mutual Benefit Corporation, Corporate
ID# C1821006 ©1990-2005 SOCALM. All Rights Reserved.

CLUB INFORMATION
SOCALM is a non-profit organization whose primary purpose is to gather
for enthusiastic fun and to share information about the Mazda Miata MX-5.
Annual Dues: $25.00 per year, due annually on June 1st. The
membership of any new member(s) who join(s) during the 6 month period
from June 1st through November 30th will expire as of the following June
1st. . The membership of any new member(s) who join(s) during the 6
month period from December 1st through May 31st will expire as of June
1st of the subsequent year (12-18 months later).
Submissions to The Reward should be sent to the club address below.
You can also send articles, pictures, and letters via e-mail to
editor@socalm.org. Submissions may be edited for content or length. The
standard deadline for submissions is the 20th of the month, but you should
always call the Editor to check on last minute submissions. The Reward, its
contributors, and SOCALM assume no liability for the accuracy or legality
of any information appearing herein.
Reprint permission: Use of articles or stories by other Miata clubs is
hereby granted, provided proper credit to this publication and the author is
given.
Articles are the opinions of their authors, not necessarily of the Editor or
SOCALM.
Southern California Miata Club
23052-H Alicia Parkway #247
Mission Viejo, CA 92692
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA MIATA CLUB
23052-H Alicia Parkway #247
Mission Viejo, CA 92692
Driving the twisties since 1990!

